appreciate the language of trees and plants and value
their friendship.

Love from us all.
31-8-32                                                            Bapu
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I had been waiting for your letter. It arrived today.
I am glad you have understood the reason for the
fast." There was no escape from it. It is: both a privilege
and a duty. It comes rarely to someone in a genera-
tion or generations. In non-violence it is the crowning
act, if it is saturated with that spirit, and the cause
has no trace of self. I ask you, therefore, to rejoice
with me that such an occasion seems to have come
to me. I say 'seems1 for my faith has yet to be tried.
No one can dare talk of his own' strength in a matter
of life and death. The question, therefore, is whether
I am found worthy of the needed strength and also
whether the cause is of the required purity and thirdly,
whether in truth I am free of every trace of violence
in undertaking the vow. When I say that I feel like
all that, I merely state my belief. Judgement can be
pronounced only upon the completed act. I want you
to watch the progress of the event without the slightest
perturbation. Nor may you at any stage fast in
sympathy4Yours is to be buried in your own task which
is to go through your term in full resignation, making
the best use possible of every moment at your disposal.
* On 20-9-32 Bapu commenced a fast unto death on account of
the Communal Award of Ramsay MacDonald, then British Premier.
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